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Minister announces review of HS2 plans for Cubbington wild pear tree 

During a debate in the House of Commons on Friday 25th January 2015, Minister of 
State at the Department for Transport, John Hayes MP, announced that he had 
“asked for a new arboreal study to see whether the Cubbington pear tree can be 
moved”, rather than be felled, as the current plans for the High Speed Two (HS2) 
project require. 

The Minister conceded that the Cubbington pear tree, which he identified as “the 
second oldest in Britain”, has been “the subject of a considerable campaign” to save 
it. 

This statement comes in the week that two members of the Cubbington Action 
Group against HS2, Rosemary Guiot and Peter Delow, had appeared before the 
House of Commons HS2 Select Committee to appeal for the HS2 design to be 
changed to incorporate a bored tunnel under South Cubbington Wood; this tunnel 
would allow the tree to remain in its current location, unmolested, and would also 
avoid the extensive damage to the wood itself that the current plans entail. 

The Minister’s announcement was made despite an environmental impact 
assessment by HS2 Ltd, the Government-owned company that is charged with 
designing HS2, finding that the translocation of the tree “is extremely unlikely to be 
successful and is not proposed”. 

In his speech, the Minister commented that “ancient woodlands are an important part 
of our natural heritage so they need to be protected wherever possible” and ventured 
that “the best way of doing that is to avoid them in the first place”. 

Peter Delow, Chairman of the Cubbington Action Group against HS2, commented: 

“This announcement came as a complete surprise. Whilst I welcome the Minister’s 
concern for the fate of Cubbington’s veteran tree, the findings of the environmental 
impact assessment, if they are to be believed, do not augur well for the outcome of 
the new assessment. 

“I heartily concur with the Minister’s view that ancient woodlands need to be 
protected, and his assessment that avoidance of damage is the best way of 
achieving this. If he is serious about this, then I ask him to look at our proposals for a 
tunnel that will do just that for both the wood and the tree.”  

Notes to editors: 

1. The announcement was made during the Minister’s reply to a Second 
Reading debate on the HS2 Funding Referendum Bill – columns 516 and 517 
of the House of Commons Official Report for Friday 25th January 2015 refer. 
The Bill is a Private Members’ Bill introduced by Christopher Chope MP (Con, 
Christchurch) that has now been withdrawn, by leave. 

2. The tree is recorded in the Native Species Champion Database of the Tree 
Register as a specimen of Pyrus communis subsp. Communis. This database 
includes the largest, tallest and some other exceptional specimens of trees 
native to the British Isles. 

3. Peter’s session was on the morning of Tuesday 20th January 2015 (video, 
uncorrected transcript) and Rosemary appeared on the afternoon of 
Wednesday 21st January 2015 (video, uncorrected transcript). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/chan98.pdf
http://www.treeregister.org/pdf/Champion%20Trees%20native%20species%20May%202011.pdf
http://www.parliamentlive.tv/Main/Player.aspx?meetingId=17008
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-committees/hs2/oral-evidence/200115_Uncorrected_Transcript.pdf
http://www.parliamentlive.tv/Main/Player.aspx?meetingId=17021
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-committees/hs2/oral-evidence/210115_Uncorrected_Afternoon.pdf


4. The assessment of the chances of the successful translocation of the tree 
may be found in paragraph 7.4.38 of Report CFA17 in Volume 2 of the HS2 
Phase 1 Environmental Statement. 
 
 
Frances Wilmot 
Publicity Officer 
Cubbington Action Group 
01926 426597 
fwilmot@open-air.biz  

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140806172102/http:/assets.dft.gov.uk/hs2-environmental-statement/volume-2/Vol_2_CFA17_Offchurch_and_Cubbington.pdf
mailto:fwilmot@open-air.biz

